
Ron Anderson’s first car was 
a ’56 Chevrolet Bel Air two-
door hardtop.

	 Growing up in Northwood, Ron 
drove that car everywhere. It saw 
him through high school and into 
his first year at North Iowa Area 
Community College in Mason 
City.
	 Now, Ron is president of the 
Black Knights Car Club and he still 
has a ’56 Bel Air — though it isn’t 
the exact one from his youth. In 
fact, he’s had two since.
	 The first he bought in 1999.
	 That year, Ron proposed a deal 
to his wife, Joyce Anderson — if he 
quit smoking, could he buy a ’56 
Chevy Bel Air two-door hardtop?
	 “She said, ‘Yes,’” Ron said.
	 A real car couple, Joyce also has 
her own wheels — a 2001 Ford 
Mustang GT Convertible.
	 But there’s no Chevy vs. Ford 
rivalry in their home.
	 “We like the Mustangs, but basi-
cally I think both of us are pretty 
much Chevy,” Ron said.
	 Based in Estherville, the Black 
Knights Car Club includes mem-
bers from across Iowa and Minne-
sota.
	 The car club was founded in 
1955. Though it disbanded during 
the Vietnam War, it was rejuve-
nated in 2006. 
	 Nearly 15 original members still 
participate in the now 130-mem-
ber club.

	 The group regularly holds cruise-
ins and cruise nights during the 
summer, from May-September.
	 Their second event will be held 
Saturday, June 5, in conjunction 
with the Emmet County Relay for 
Life.
	 The cruise-in is free to view and 
anyone may show for no charge.
	 “Anybody is welcome to these 
cruise-ins,” Ron said. “They don’t 
have to be a Black Knights Car Club 
member.”
	 The event officially begins at 4:30 
p.m., when the Relay for Life kicks 
off nearby. 
	 “If people wanted to come earli-
er, they’re sure welcome,” Ron said. 
Entertainment held in conjunction 
with the Relay for Life starts at 
noon on First Avenue, and the cars 
will be on display before 4:30 p.m.
	 A cruise follows at 7:30 p.m. and 
the cruise-in continues until 10 
p.m.
	 Car enthusiasts will be able to 
spot a wide range of vehicles at the 
event.
	 “There’ll be everything from the 
1930s on up until 2007, 2008, 
2009,” Ron said, including new 
Mustangs and Chevies as well as 
restored classics, stocks and modi-
fieds.
	 Ron invites the public out to see 
cars from the past.
	 “Just to remember the olden 
days,” he said. “And to have fun.” 
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Club hosts 
first cruise-in 
of season
All car enthusiasts are 
welcome, as are cars 
of all makes, time periods
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At a Glance:
What: Black Knights Cruise-in

Where: North Sixth Street, near 
Library Square, Estherville

When: 4:30-10 p.m. Saturday, 
June 5

Cost: Free to view and anyone 
may show for no charge

Contact: Ron Anderson (712) 
380-9000

ONLINE: www.blackknightscar-
club.net

More Cruise-ins:
	 Catch more Black Knights 
Car Club cruise-ins the first 
Friday evening of every 
month, July-September, 
on North Sixth Street near 
Library Square in downtown 
Estherville. All cruise-ins 
are free to attend and anyone 
may show for no charge. The 
night features oldies music, 
family fun and popcorn. The 
club will also hold a car show 
in conjunction with Estherville’s 
Sweet Corn Days from noon-
4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 7, in 
Library Square. Registration is 
$10 and will be held from 10 
a.m.-noon at the corner of First 
Avenue and Sixth Street. For 
more information, contact Black 
Knights Car Club president Ron 
Anderson at (712) 380-9000 or 
visit www.blackknightscarclub.
net.

Black Knights Car Club will host its first cruise-in of the 
season in Estherville. All are welcome to attend. 
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